Victorian Compromise
Period of Moralism 

The ruling class had to paint an ideal world instead of describing the world as it was.
This moralistic attitude was justified by their desire of showing how perfect they were in order not to be hindered in the building of the Empire.
Period of Materialism 
Progress came from work.

The Empire was matter-of-fact  built on lower classes’ work.

Period of Respectability 
Moralism  ><  Hypocrisy
What we show  ><  What we hide (but we do know)

Period of Philanthropy
Pretending to stand for poor people and keeping a charitable attitude was necessary in order to boast order and stability and to have the support of all classes.
Period of Family Values
Stability of social order was gained  through the institutionalized and traditional family in which the father was the breadwinner, the mother was the faithful child breeder and children were raised in awe of the authorities.
Period of Prudery
Sex was banned under all aspects in order to avoid social disorder.
Period of Civic Pride / Nationalism 

We are in charge of the world, so  we are *better*.
We are in charge of the world *because* we are *better*.
